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Procedural Manual in 

Chat Box



Maine Unified Special Education Regulations 

(MUSER) in Chat Box

Italicized text signifies State requirements

Non-italicized text signifies federal statutory or regulatory requirements



What is the Purpose of an IEP?

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA) says the purpose of an Individualized

Education Program (IEP) isñto ensure that all 

children with disabilities have available to them a 

free appropriate public education (FAPE) that 

emphasizes special education and related 

services designed to meet their unique needs and 

prepare them for further education, employment 

and independent livingò, and to promote movement 

back to general education.



Section 2:  Disability

A child with a Disability is an Individual Whoï
Å Has reached the age of 3 years;

Å Has neither graduated from a secondary school program with a 

regular HS diploma nor reached nor reached 20 years of age at the 

start of the school year; 

Å Has been observed in the learning environment/classroom setting; 

and

Å Has been evaluated according to these rules and has been 

determined to have a disability which requires the provision of 

special education and supportive services.

Å A child with a disability shall have one or more of the disabilities 

listed in MUSER VII.2.A-M
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Section 2:  Disability

MUSERï

Maine Unified Special Education Regulations

MUSER VII.2.A-M outlines all 

Disability Categories, including the 

Definition and the Procedure for Determination.



MUSERïMaine Unified Special 

Education Regulations
MUSER II.3

Adverse effect/Adversely affects. The word 

ñadverseò commonly means ñharmful, impeding, obstructing, 

or detrimental.ò To ñadversely affectò means to have a 

negative impact that is more than a minor or transient 

hindrance, evidenced by findings and observations based on 

data sources and objective assessments with replicable 

results. 



MUSERïMaine Unified Special 

Education Regulations
MUSER VII.2

A child must need special education. Although federal regulations 

do not define ñneeds,ò the word commonly signifies something 

necessary, something exigent or the ñlack of something essential.ò 

A child ñneedsò special education and related services when, 

because of the disability, the child can neither progress effectively 

in a regular education program nor receive reasonable benefit from 

such a program in spite of other services available to the child. 

The need is best established through evidence of a distinctly 

measurable and persistent gapin the childôs educational or 

functional performance that cannot be addressed through services 

or accommodations available through the general education 

program. 



MUSERïMaine Unified Special 

Education Regulations
MUSER IX.3.A.(1)(a)(i)

How the child's disability affects the child's 

involvement and progress in the general 

education curriculum; 



Individualized Education Plan IEP Alignment



Section 4 ïAcademic and 

Functional/Developmental Evaluations, 

Strengths, and Needs (MUSER IX.3.C.(1))
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Functional

ÅCognitive 
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ÅMotor
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Identification of the distinctly measurable and 

persistent gaps in Functional performance

AND

How the deficit has an adverse impact on the child 

accessing the general education curriculum

Distinctly 
Measurable 

and Persistent 
Gaps

How 
Statement

Section 4D:  Distinctly Measurable and 

Persistent Gaps in Functional 

Performance and ñHowò Statement



Distinctly 
Measurable and 
Persistent Gaps

(Needs)

How Statement

Section 4D MUST include both

Distinctly Measurable and Persistent Skill Gaps 

AND

the How Statement



Skill Deficits/Gapsï

What are those specific areas?

- Be very specific

- Do not include or reference:

- Broad Functional Areas

- Evaluation Results

- Standard Scores
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Skill Deficits/Gapsï

What are those specific areas?

Consider the following:  

Might Include (there are others) ï

- Cognitive:  Problem Solving, Self Awareness, Peer Interaction, 

Self Initiation, etc.

- Communicative:  Receptive Language, Expressive Language, 

Pragmatic Language, Articulation, etc.

- Motor:  Fine Motor, Gross Motor, Coloring, Cutting, Walking, 

Stairs, etc.

- Adaptive:  Toileting, Handwashing, Cooking, Eating, Dressing, 

etc.

- Sensory:  Processing, Attention to Task, Self Regulation, Self 

Advocacy, etc. 



How Statementï

What is the Impact of the Disability?

Consider the following:

How do the skill deficits impact the childôs:

Åinvolvement in general education

Åaccess to the general education curriculum

Åprogress in the general education curriculum
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Student Needs How Statement

(Cognitive) 

Maryôs deficits in problem solving

impact her ability to safely engage with 

peers at grade level.

(Communicative)

Sarahôs expressive language deficits

impact her ability to speak clearly with 

peers during play activities.

(Motor)

Michaelôs fine motor deficits

impact his ability to maintain appropriate 

grasp on writing tools during writing time.

(Adaptive)

Bethôs deficits in personal care

impact her ability to engage socially with 

same aged peers.

(Social/Emotional)

Tomôs self regulation deficits

impact his ability to comprehend and 

apply social rules in the general education 

setting.

(Sensory)

Barbôs tactile defensiveness 

impact her ability to stay on task in all 

grade level activities.

Distinctly 
Measurable and 
Persistent Gaps

(Needs)

How Statement


